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Surveying Migrant 

Populations

ÁBackground: survey experience

ÁóSuperdiversityô: challenges for researchers

ÁWhy do surveys?

ÁSelecting the migrant population (the sample)

ÁDesigning the survey instrument (questionnaire)

ÁAccessing migrant populations

ÁConducting the survey

ÁProcessing the survey data

ÁDisseminating the results

ÁConclusion



Background: 

survey experience

ü Low-paid migrant workers in London (429)

ü Brazilians in London (423)

ü Migrants and their finances (150)

ü Latin Americans in London (500+)



Background : 

survey experience

Main migrant groups researched

ÅBrazilians

ÅColombians

ÅGhanaians

ÅNigerians

ÅPoles



Superdiversity 

(Vertovec 2007)

Áphenomenon that poses new challenges for 

researchers

Áchanges in immigration to the UK over last 20 years

Á increased levels

Á immigrants from all over the world

Áe.g. London: 

Áplethora of immigration status

Áover 180 nations/14 faiths/300+ languages

Á42 immigrant communities with 10,000+ people

Áwide range of rights/entitlements/restrictions

(able to work, able to access public services)



Why do questionnaire surveys?

Quantitative technique to obtain primary data on:

ücharacteristics 

übehaviour

üattitudes

üawareness of specific issues

üpros: 

Áprovides consistent/uniform data about a group of people

Ámay allow for inferences about the wider population 

ücons:

Áexpensive

Á time-consuming

Á tiring 



Selecting the migrant 

population: the sample 

Which migrant groups? 

ÅAny (e.g. if studying the low-paid) 

ÅSpecific (Ghanaians, Brazilians, Poles)



Criteria: dictated by topic of study/target group

ÁAge

ÁGender

ÁNationality

ÁFirst language

ÁLength of time in the country (years/months/weeks)

ÁImmigration Status

ÁWorking or not

ÁMarital status

ÁWith children or not

Selecting the migrant population: 

the sample 



Representative sample? 

ÁUnlikely (at best óindicativeô)

Á conditioned by

ü Knowledge of total size of group

üAbility to achieve órepresentativeô sample

üOfficial data often inaccurate (temporary/undocumented)

e.g. Brazilian population in London 

ü Census 2001: 8 000

ü estimated size in 2001: 50 000 

ü estimated size in 2010: 200 00

Selecting the migrant population: 

the sample 


